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Understanding the Kobelco SK15: An In-Depth Look at Its Specs

Kobelco SK15 specs are essential for contractors, construction professionals, or anyone interested
in compact excavators. Known for its versatility, reliability, and efficiency, the Kobelco SK15 is a
popular choice in small-scale construction projects, landscaping, and utility work. This article
provides a comprehensive overview of the Kobelco SK15's specifications, features, and
performance capabilities to help you determine if it?s the right equipment for your needs.

Overview of the Kobelco SK15 Compact Excavator

The Kobelco SK15 is a mini excavator designed for tight spaces and precision work. Its compact
size does not compromise power or functionality, making it suitable for various applications such as
trenching, demolition, and material handling. Understanding its specifications can help users
optimize its performance and ensure it meets project requirements.

Engine Specifications of the Kobelco SK15

Engine Type and Power

- Engine Model: Yanmar 3TNV70
- Type: 3-cylinder, water-cooled, diesel engine
- Gross Power: Approximately 14.3 horsepower (10.7 kW) at 2,600 rpm
- Net Power: Around 13.8 horsepower (10.3 kW)

Engine Performance and Efficiency

- Designed for fuel efficiency and low emissions
- Provides sufficient power for digging, lifting, and movement tasks
- Easy to maintain with accessible engine components

Physical Dimensions and Weight

Size and Dimensions
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- Transport Length: Approximately 4.4 meters (14.4 feet)
- Transport Width: Around 1.2 meters (3.9 feet)
- Transport Height: About 2.4 meters (7.9 feet)

Operating Weight

- Operating Weight: Approximately 1,500 kg (3,306 lbs)
- This weight allows for easy transportation and maneuverability in confined spaces.

Hydraulic System Specifications

Hydraulic Pump and Flow

- Two variable displacement piston pumps
- Hydraulic Flow Rate: Up to 14.3 liters per minute (3.78 gallons per minute)
- Working Pressure: 18 MPa (2620 psi)

Hydraulic Cylinders and Controls

- Multiple high-torque cylinders for smooth operation
- Precise control for digging, lifting, and auxiliary functions
- Optional auxiliary hydraulic piping for attachments like breakers or augers

Digging and Arm Capabilities

Bucket and Arm Specifications

- Standard Bucket Capacity: 0.025 cubic meters (0.88 cubic feet)
- Maximum Digging Depth: Approximately 2.4 meters (7.9 feet)
- Maximum Reach at Ground Level: About 3.4 meters (11.2 feet)

Performance Highlights

- Ideal for trenching, utility installation, and small excavation tasks
- Excellent stability and precision in confined workspaces
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Undercarriage and Track Details

Track System Specifications

- Track Width: 0.3 meters (11.8 inches), adjustable in some models
- Track Length: Approximately 1.2 meters (3.9 feet)
- Ground Pressure: Around 30 kPa (4.35 psi), suitable for delicate surfaces

Undercarriage Features

- Durable steel tracks designed for longevity
- Easy to maneuver in tight spaces or uneven terrain

Operator Cabin and Controls

Cabin Features

- Ergonomic seat with adjustable settings
- Clear visibility with large windows and optional camera systems
- Sound insulation for operator comfort

Control Systems

- Joystick control for precise movement
- Ease of switching between different functions
- Optional feature: proportional control for attachments

Additional Features and Attachments

Standard Equipment

- Auxiliary hydraulic piping
- Variable angle boom for versatile digging angles
- Swing boom option for enhanced reach

Available Attachments
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- Hydraulic breakers
- Augers for drilling
- Grapples and claws
- Trenching buckets
- Rippers and compactors

Performance and Operational Capabilities

Work Efficiency

The Kobelco SK15's specifications ensure high productivity in small-scale projects. Its engine and
hydraulic systems are optimized for quick cycle times and smooth operation.

Fuel Consumption

- Designed for fuel economy, with typical consumption rates around 1.5 liters per hour under
moderate load

- Lower emissions standards compliant, suitable for environmentally sensitive areas

Maintenance and Serviceability

Ease of Maintenance

- Accessible engine components for routine checks
- Simple track tensioning system
- Clear service points and diagnostic indicators

Durability and Longevity

- High-quality materials used in structural components
- Robust undercarriage and hydraulic system designed for long-term use

Summary of Kobelco SK15 Specs

To summarize, the Kobelco SK15 compact excavator features a powerful Yanmar engine with
approximately 14.3 horsepower, a lightweight yet durable build weighing around 1,500 kg, and a
hydraulic system capable of supporting various attachments. Its digging depth of around 2.4 meters
and reach of over 3 meters make it suitable for multiple applications. Its size and weight make
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transportation and operation in confined spaces manageable, ensuring efficiency and versatility on
the job site.

Conclusion: Is the Kobelco SK15 Right for Your Project?

Choosing the right compact excavator depends on understanding its specifications and how they
align with your project requirements. The Kobelco SK15 offers a balanced mix of power, precision,
and compactness. Its engine performance, hydraulic capabilities, and versatility with attachments
make it an excellent choice for small to medium-sized projects. Whether you're working on
landscaping, utility installation, or small demolition tasks, the SK15's specifications are designed to
deliver reliable performance and operational ease.

Final Tips for Buyers and Operators

- Assess your project scope to ensure the SK15's digging depth and reach meet your needs.
- Consider attachment compatibility for versatility in various tasks.
- Evaluate transportation options based on the compact size and weight.
- Prioritize training for operators to maximize efficiency and safety.
- Regular maintenance based on the specifications will prolong the lifespan of your equipment.

In conclusion, the Kobelco SK15 specs make it a dependable and efficient choice for operators
seeking a compact excavator that combines power with maneuverability. Its detailed specifications
support a wide range of tasks, making it a valuable addition to any construction or landscaping fleet.
 
Kobelco SK15 Specs: A Comprehensive Guide to the Compact Powerhouse

The Kobelco SK15 is a highly regarded mini excavator that has garnered attention worldwide for its
compact size, impressive performance, and versatile features. Whether you're a contractor working
in tight urban environments, a landscaper managing complex projects, or a rental company seeking
reliable equipment, understanding the detailed specifications of the SK15 is crucial for making an
informed decision. In this guide, we'll delve deep into every aspect of the Kobelco SK15, covering
engine details, dimensions, operational capacities, safety features, and much more.

Overview of the Kobelco SK15

The Kobelco SK15 is a mini excavator designed primarily for applications that require high
maneuverability and precision in confined spaces. Its lightweight yet robust construction allows it to
perform effectively across a variety of tasks, from trenching and demolition to landscaping and utility
work.
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Key Highlights:

- Compact dimensions suitable for urban and indoor projects
- Strong hydraulic system for precise control
- Fuel-efficient engine options
- User-friendly controls and safety features
- Durable build quality from a reputable manufacturer

Engine Specifications

Understanding the engine specifics of the SK15 is vital as it directly influences performance, fuel
efficiency, and maintenance.

Engine Type and Power

- The Kobelco SK15 is typically powered by a 4-cylinder, water-cooled, diesel engine.
- Common models utilize the Yanmar 3TNV76 engine or similar, depending on the regional

specifications and model year.
- Engine Power Output: Generally, around 10.2 HP (7.6 kW) at 2,400 rpm, ensuring sufficient

power for various tasks while maintaining fuel efficiency.

Fuel Capacity and Consumption

- Fuel Tank Capacity: Approximately 10-14 liters (2.6-3.7 gallons).
- Fuel consumption varies depending on workload, but the SK15 is recognized for its economical

operation, often consuming around 1-2 liters per hour under typical conditions.
- Features like an efficient cooling system and optimized hydraulic flow contribute to reduced fuel

usage.

Emission Standards and Compliance

- The engine complies with Tier 4 Final or equivalent standards in most regions, emphasizing
environmental considerations.

- Equipped with features such as EGR (Exhaust Gas Recirculation) and DOC (Diesel Oxidation
Catalyst) to meet strict emissions regulations.

Dimensions and Weight
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Size and weight are fundamental factors defining the SK15?s application scope.

Physical Dimensions

- Length: Approximately 2.4 meters (7.9 feet)
- Width: About 0.99 meters (3.25 feet), making it highly maneuverable in tight spaces.
- Height: Roughly 1.55 meters (5.1 feet), allowing operation in low-clearance environments.
- Track Width: Around 0.55 meters (1.8 feet)

Operating Weight

- The SK15 typically weighs 1,500 to 1,700 kg (3,300 to 3,750 lbs), depending on configuration
and attachments.

- This weight class ensures excellent portability while maintaining stability during operation.

Turning Radius and Ground Clearance

- Turning Radius: Approximately 1.3 meters (4.3 feet), facilitating tight turns.
- Ground Clearance: About 0.25 meters (10 inches), suitable for uneven terrains and trenching.

Hydraulic System and Control Features

Hydraulics are at the heart of the SK15?s versatility and efficiency.

Hydraulic Pump and Flow Rate

- Equipped with a variable displacement piston pump.
- Hydraulic flow rate ranges around 15-20 liters per minute (4-5 gallons per minute).
- Ensures smooth operation and responsive control of boom, arm, and bucket movements.

Operating Pressure

- Typical hydraulic system operates at around 180-200 bar (2,610-2,900 psi).
- Designed to balance power with fuel efficiency and safety.

Control System
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- Features joystick controls that are ergonomically designed for ease of use.
- Offers proportional controls for precise movements.
- Optional features include pilot-operated controls for enhanced responsiveness.

Arm and Bucket Capabilities

The arm and bucket are critical for the SK15?s digging and lifting performance.

Maximum Digging Depth

- The SK15 can reach depths of approximately 2.2 meters (7.2 feet).
- Ideal for trenching, utility work, and foundation digging.

Maximum Reach at Ground Level

- Around 3.8 meters (12.5 feet), facilitating efficient material handling.

Bucket Capacity and Types

- Standard buckets range from 0.02 to 0.05 cubic meters.
- Common bucket types include general-purpose, trenching, and grading buckets.
- The maximum bucket breakout force is typically about 15 kN (3,370 lbf), enabling effective

digging and material handling.

Additional Attachments

- The SK15 supports various attachments such as:
- Hydraulic breakers
- Augers
- Grapples
- Hydraulic thumbs
- Vibratory plates

Operational Capacities and Performance

Understanding the load capacities and operational limits helps optimize productivity and safety.
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Operating Capacity

- The rated operating capacity is usually around 0.2 to 0.3 tons, suitable for delicate and precise
work.

Hydraulic Breakout Force

- Typically ranges between 15-20 kN, allowing for effective excavation and demolition tasks.

Travel Speed

- Forward and reverse speeds are approximately 2.5 km/h (1.55 mph).
- Suitable for maneuvering between sites with ease.

Maintenance and Service Intervals

- Regular oil checks, filter replacements, and hydraulic fluid changes are recommended every
200-300 hours.

- Engine oil and coolant checks should be performed daily or before each shift.
- The durability of components ensures a long service life with proper maintenance.

Safety Features and Operator Comfort

Safety and comfort are prioritized in the SK15?s design, enhancing operator productivity and
reducing fatigue.

Operator Cabin and Controls

- Features an ergonomically designed seat with adjustable settings.
- Controls are intuitive, with hydrostatic or mechanical joystick options.
- Provides good visibility with large glass panels and optional backup cameras.

Safety Mechanisms

- Emergency stop switches within reach.
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- Safety lockout systems to prevent accidental movements.
- Anti-slip steps and handrails for safe entry and exit.

Additional Safety Features

- Overload warning systems.
- Track and undercarriage protections.
- Lockable covers and shields for hydraulic components.

Additional Considerations

When evaluating the Kobelco SK15, consider the following:

- Transportability: Its lightweight and compact size make it easy to transport via trailer or truck.
- Versatility: Compatible with numerous attachments, broadening its application scope.
- Regional Variations: Engine models and specs may vary depending on the country of purchase,

so always verify with your dealer.
- Price Range: New models typically range from $20,000 to $30,000, while used units can be

significantly less, depending on age and condition.

Conclusion: Is the Kobelco SK15 Right for You?

The Kobelco SK15 stands out as a compact yet powerful mini excavator capable of handling a wide
range of tasks with precision and efficiency. Its impressive specs?ranging from engine performance
to hydraulic capabilities?make it a favorite among professionals working in confined spaces or
requiring lightweight machinery with robust performance.

Whether you're involved in urban construction, landscaping, utility work, or rental services, the SK15
offers an excellent balance of size, power, and versatility. Its safety features, operator comfort, and
reliable build quality further cement its status as a top-tier choice in the mini excavator segment.

In conclusion, understanding the detailed specifications of the Kobelco SK15 empowers you to
maximize its potential and ensure it meets your project requirements effectively. Always consult with
authorized dealers or regional representatives to get the latest specifications and options tailored to
your specific needs.
 

 QuestionAnswer What are the key specifications of the Kobelco SK15 mini excavator? The
Kobelco SK15 features a compact design with an operating weight of approximately 1.5 tons, a
bucket capacity of around 0.03 cubic meters, and a powerful engine delivering about 9.5 HP,
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making it ideal for tight spaces and small-scale projects. What is the engine type and horsepower of
the Kobelco SK15? The Kobelco SK15 is equipped with a reliable diesel engine that produces
approximately 9.5 horsepower, ensuring efficient performance for various excavation tasks. What
are the dimensions and size specifications of the Kobelco SK15? The SK15 measures
approximately 2.4 meters in length, 0.9 meters in width, and 1.2 meters in height, with a track gauge
of about 1.2 meters, making it highly maneuverable in confined spaces. What is the maximum
digging depth of the Kobelco SK15? The Kobelco SK15 has a maximum digging depth of around 2.2
meters, allowing it to handle small excavation and trenching tasks effectively. Does the Kobelco
SK15 have any special features or attachments? Yes, the SK15 is compatible with various
attachments such as buckets, breakers, and augers, enhancing its versatility for different
construction and landscaping applications. What is the fuel capacity and operational efficiency of the
Kobelco SK15? The excavator has a fuel tank capacity of approximately 10 liters, offering efficient
fuel consumption suitable for extended work periods without frequent refueling. Is the Kobelco SK15
suitable for heavy-duty or only light-duty tasks? The Kobelco SK15 is primarily designed for light to
medium-duty tasks such as small-scale excavation, landscaping, and utility work, thanks to its
compact size and engine power. How does the Kobelco SK15 compare to other mini excavators in
its class? The SK15 is known for its reliable performance, compact design, and versatility, making it
a popular choice among contractors needing a durable and efficient mini excavator for tight spaces
and precise work. 
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