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extract from goodnight mr tom offers a poignant glimpse into the emotional depth and compelling
storytelling that has made this novel a beloved classic. Written by British author Michelle Magorian,
Goodnight Mr Tom is a powerful tale of hope, resilience, and the transformative power of kindness
set during the tumultuous period of World War II. This article explores the key themes, characters,
and significance of the extract, providing an insightful overview for readers and students alike.

Overview of Goodnight Mr Tom

Before delving into the specific extract, it?s important to understand the context of the novel.
Published in 1981, Goodnight Mr Tom follows the story of Willie Beech, a young boy evacuated from
London during the Blitz. He is sent to live with the reclusive and gruff Mr Tom Oakley in the
countryside. Over time, Willie?s life transforms through the kindness and understanding of Mr Tom
and the community.

The novel tackles themes such as childhood trauma, the importance of compassion, and the impact
of kindness on personal growth. It?s celebrated for its historical accuracy, emotional depth, and
compelling character development.

Key Themes in the Extract from Goodnight Mr Tom

The selected extract encapsulates several central themes of the novel:

1. The Power of Compassion and Kindness

The extract demonstrates how acts of kindness can heal emotional wounds and foster trust. Mr
Tom?s gentle approach contrasts with Willie?s previous experiences of neglect, highlighting the
importance of patience and understanding.

2. Childhood Trauma and Healing

Willie?s backstory is filled with hardship, including neglect and emotional abuse. The extract
provides insight into his vulnerability and the slow process of recovery through caring relationships.

3. The Transformation of Characters

Published by: tracker.bornostate.gov.ng Page 1 of 16



EXTRACT FROM GOODNIGHT MR TOM Printable PDF Vol. 2022, Issue 8

Both Willie and Mr Tom undergo significant personal growth. The extract captures the moment
where Willie begins to open up, symbolizing hope and change.

Analysis of the Extract

While the specific extract may vary, typical passages focus on scenes such as Willie?s first
interactions with Mr Tom, moments of reassurance, or the development of their bond. Here, we
examine a common scene where Willie experiences a breakthrough.

Summary of a Typical Extract Scene

In this scene, Willie, initially shy and withdrawn, is hesitant to speak or trust Mr Tom. Through gentle
conversation and small acts of kindness?such as sharing a meal or reading together?Willie begins
to feel safe. The scene often employs descriptive language to highlight the contrasting personalities
of the characters and the atmosphere of the rural setting.

Literary Techniques Used

The extract employs various techniques to evoke emotion and deepen understanding:

- Imagery: Vivid descriptions of the countryside, the warmth of the home, and emotional
expressions create a sensory experience.

- Dialogue: Realistic conversations reveal character traits and foster empathy.
- Symbolism: Small gestures symbolize trust and acceptance, such as Mr Tom offering a cup of

tea or a comforting touch.
- Tone: The tone shifts from cautious to warm, reflecting the emotional journey of the characters.

The Significance of the Extract in the Context of the Novel

This extract is crucial as it marks a turning point in Willie?s emotional development. It exemplifies
the novel?s message that kindness and understanding can overcome even the deepest wounds.

Character Development

The scene illustrates Willie?s gradual opening up, showing his transition from a frightened,
distrustful boy to someone capable of forming meaningful relationships.

Theme Reinforcement

The extract reinforces themes of hope, resilience, and the healing power of human connection that
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are woven throughout the novel.

Emotional Impact

Readers are invited to empathize with Willie?s vulnerability and to celebrate his small victories,
which resonate universally.

Why Goodnight Mr Tom Continues to Be Relevant Today

Despite being set during the 1940s, the themes in the extract remain relevant. It reminds us of the
importance of kindness in a world often marked by conflict and neglect. The novel encourages
readers to reflect on their own capacity for compassion and the profound impact it can have on
others.

Educational Value

The novel is frequently studied in schools for its literary merit and historical insight. Extracts are
used to teach:

- Character analysis
- Understanding themes and motifs
- Exploring historical context
- Developing empathy and emotional intelligence

Cultural Significance

Goodnight Mr Tom has been adapted into a successful film and stage play, further cementing its
place in cultural discourse. Its message of hope and kindness continues to inspire audiences
worldwide.

Conclusion

The extract from Goodnight Mr Tom captures the essence of Michelle Magorian?s heartfelt
storytelling. It exemplifies how small acts of kindness can lead to profound personal change, making
the novel a timeless reminder of the resilience of the human spirit. Whether for educational purposes
or personal reflection, engaging with this extract offers valuable insights into the power of
compassion, the importance of understanding childhood trauma, and the enduring hope that defines
the human experience.

By exploring this extract, readers gain a deeper appreciation of the characters? journeys and the
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novel?s universal themes, ensuring its relevance for generations to come.
 
Extract from Goodnight Mr Tom: An In-Depth Analysis of Its Themes, Characters, and Literary
Significance

"Extract from Goodnight Mr Tom" offers readers a compelling glimpse into a story rich with
emotional depth, historical context, and powerful character development. This extract, often used in
educational settings, highlights the novel's central themes of kindness, resilience, and the impact of
human connection amidst adversity. In this article, we will explore the key elements of this extract,
analyze its significance, and examine how it reflects the broader narrative of Goodnight Mr Tom by
Michelle Magorian.

Introduction to Goodnight Mr Tom

Before delving into the extract itself, it's essential to understand the novel's background. Published
in 1981, Goodnight Mr Tom is a heartfelt story set during World War II. It follows the journey of Willie
Beech, a young boy evacuated from London to the countryside, where he encounters Mr. Tom
Oakley, a reclusive and initially stern man. Over time, their relationship blossoms into a deep bond
that transforms both characters' lives.

The novel explores themes such as:

- The healing power of kindness
- The impacts of trauma and trauma recovery
- The importance of family and belonging
- Courage and resilience in challenging circumstances

The Significance of the Extract

The chosen extract typically captures a pivotal moment in William's journey?perhaps when he first
begins to trust Mr. Tom, reveals his vulnerabilities, or experiences a moment of joy or fear. Such
extracts serve to illustrate the novel's core messages, allowing readers to connect emotionally with
the characters and understand the complexities of their development.

By analyzing this extract, readers gain insights into:

- The emotional landscape of the characters
- The narrative techniques used by Michelle Magorian
- The historical context shaping the characters' experiences
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- The themes of kindness, trust, and healing

Character Analysis in the Extract

William Beech

In the extract, William often emerges as a fragile, innocent boy scarred by the trauma of war and an
unstable home life. His interactions reveal his vulnerability and desire for safety and love. Key traits
to observe include:

- His innocence and naivety
- His guarded nature due to past experiences
- His capacity for emotional growth when nurtured

Mr. Tom Oakley

Mr. Tom is portrayed as initially stern and reserved but reveals a deep capacity for kindness and
compassion. His character development in the extract might highlight:

- His protective instincts
- His slowly revealed warmth and understanding
- His sense of responsibility towards William

Key Literary Techniques in the Extract

Michelle Magorian employs various literary techniques that enrich the narrative:

- Imagery: Vivid descriptions evoke the setting and emotional states. For example, portraying the
countryside?s tranquility contrasts with William's inner turmoil.

- Dialogue: Reflects character relationships and emotional shifts. The way characters speak to
each other reveals trust-building or moments of vulnerability.

- Tone and Mood: Shifts from tense and cautious to warm and hopeful, mirroring the characters'
emotional journeys.

- Symbolism: Objects or settings, such as the safe home of Mr. Tom's house, symbolize safety
and belonging.

Thematic Breakdown
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- Trust and Building Relationships

The extract often illustrates William?s initial mistrust and Mr. Tom?s patient efforts to build a bond.
This theme underscores how trust is essential for healing.

Key points:

- The gradual process of opening up
- The importance of patience in nurturing relationships
- How trust can transform fear into safety

- The Power of Kindness and Compassion

A central theme, it demonstrates how small acts of kindness can have profound effects. Mr. Tom?s
gentle approach contrasts with William?s previous experiences.

Key points:

- Acts of care, such as offering comfort or understanding
- The transformative impact of kindness on trauma recovery
- The moral message that compassion can heal wounds

- Overcoming Trauma and Finding Hope

William?s journey from fear to hope is pivotal. The extract may include moments where William
begins to see a future beyond his past.

Key points:

- Moments of emotional vulnerability and breakthrough
- The significance of a safe environment for recovery
- The resilience of the human spirit

Educational Focus and Questions

When analyzing an extract from Goodnight Mr Tom, consider the following questions:
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- How do the characters' dialogue and actions reveal their personalities and emotional states?
- What does the setting tell us about the mood or themes of the extract?
- How does Michelle Magorian use language to evoke empathy?
- What is the significance of a particular symbol or object in the extract?
- How does the extract reflect the broader themes of the novel?

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of Goodnight Mr Tom

An extract from Goodnight Mr Tom serves as a powerful tool for exploring complex themes of
kindness, trauma, and human resilience. Its detailed character development and evocative language
make it a compelling piece for analysis and reflection. Whether used in an educational context or
enjoyed as a standalone story, this extract encapsulates the essence of Michelle Magorian?s
work?a testament to the transformative power of compassion amidst adversity.

Through examining this extract, readers gain a deeper appreciation of the novel?s message: that
even in the darkest times, kindness and understanding can light the way towards healing and hope.
 

 QuestionAnswer What is the main theme of 'Goodnight Mr Tom'? The novel explores themes of
friendship, resilience, trauma, and the healing power of kindness, set against the backdrop of World
War II. Who is the protagonist in 'Goodnight Mr Tom'? The protagonist is William Beech, a young
boy evacuated from London during the war who forms a close bond with Mr. Tom. How does
William's character develop throughout the story? William evolves from a frightened, neglected child
into a confident and emotionally resilient young boy, thanks to the support and kindness he receives
from Mr. Tom and others. What role does Mr. Tom play in William's life? Mr. Tom acts as a caring
guardian, providing William with stability, love, and guidance, helping him overcome his past
traumas. Why is 'Goodnight Mr Tom' considered a significant children's novel? It addresses serious
issues like trauma and resilience in a compassionate way, making it both educational and
emotionally impactful for young readers. Has 'Goodnight Mr Tom' been adapted into other media?
Yes, the novel has been adapted into a successful stage play, a television film, and an audio drama,
broadening its reach and impact. What lessons can readers learn from 'Goodnight Mr Tom'?
Readers can learn about the importance of kindness, understanding, and resilience in overcoming
life's challenges and the healing power of human connection. 

 
Related keywords: Goodnight Mr. Tom, extract, summary, themes, characters, plot, analysis,
chapter overview, review, literary critique

Goodnight bubbala
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Goodnight Bubbala is more than just a phrase; it?s a heartfelt expression of love, comfort, and
affection often shared between family members, especially during bedtime routines. In this article,
we will explore the origins, cultural significance, and ways to incorporate "Goodnight Bubbala" into
your nightly rituals to foster warmth and connection within your family.

Understanding the Meaning of "Bubbala"

Origin and Etymology

The term "bubbala" is derived from affectionate slang used in various cultures to refer to a beloved
child, a sweetheart, or a dear one. While its exact roots are debated, it is often associated with
South Asian languages, such as Hindi or Urdu, where similar terms like "babu" or "babuji" are used
to denote affection or respect. The suffix "-la" often adds a diminutive or endearing tone, turning the
word into a term of closeness.

What Does "Bubbala" Convey?

Using "bubbala" in phrases like "Goodnight Bubbala" communicates:

- Love and affection
- A sense of protection
- Warmth and reassurance
- A cultural or familial bonding

This simple phrase encapsulates a sentiment of caring that transcends language barriers, making it
a universally heartfelt way to bid someone goodnight.

The Cultural Significance of Saying "Goodnight Bubbala"

Family Traditions and Bedtime Rituals

In many cultures, bedtime is considered a sacred time for family bonding. Incorporating phrases like
"Goodnight Bubbala" into nightly routines helps:

- Reinforce emotional bonds
- Provide security and comfort to children
- Establish a consistent and loving environment

Parents often use such phrases to calm children, especially during stressful or uncertain times,
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embedding a sense of safety and love.

Expressions of Endearment in Different Cultures

The phrase "Goodnight Bubbala" is akin to other endearing expressions worldwide:

- "Bonne nuit mon petit" (French for "Good night, my little one")
- "Buenas noches, mi amor" (Spanish for "Good night, my love")
- "Gute Nacht, mein Schatz" (German for "Good night, my treasure")

These phrases serve to deepen familial bonds and convey affection.

How to Incorporate "Goodnight Bubbala" into Your Bedtime Routine

Creating a Loving Atmosphere

To make the most of this endearing phrase, consider the following tips:

- Use a gentle tone and warm facial expressions when saying "Goodnight Bubbala."
- Pair the phrase with a cuddle or a gentle touch to reinforce affection.
- Combine it with a bedtime story or a lullaby for added comfort.

Personalizing the Routine

Every family has unique traditions. Here are ways to personalize your "Goodnight Bubbala" ritual:

- Include a special handshake or hug each night.
- Use the phrase in a personalized poem or rhyme.
- Add a small gift or a goodnight kiss to make the moment memorable.

Adapting for Different Age Groups

While "Goodnight Bubbala" resonates most with children, adults can also enjoy using affectionate
phrases:

- For elderly family members, substitute "Bubbala" with terms like "dear" or "darling."
- For teenagers, incorporate humor or shared jokes to keep the routine engaging.
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Benefits of Saying "Goodnight Bubbala"

Emotional and Psychological Advantages

Regularly expressing love and affection through phrases like "Goodnight Bubbala" can:

- Reduce bedtime anxiety
- Strengthen emotional security
- Foster trust and open communication

Research indicates that positive bedtime routines contribute to better sleep quality and emotional
well-being in children.

Enhancing Family Bonds

Consistent expressions of love and care create a foundation of trust. Saying "Goodnight Bubbala"
regularly:

- Builds a sense of belonging
- Encourages children to share their feelings
- Cultivates a nurturing family environment

Popular Variations and Related Phrases

Alternative Endearing Expressions

While "Goodnight Bubbala" is charming, families often adapt it with variations:

- "Sweet dreams, Bubbala"
- "Sleep tight, my Bubbala"
- "Rest well, little Bubbala"

Regional and Cultural Variations

Depending on linguistic or cultural background, similar phrases might include:

- "Shubh ratri, meri jaan" (Hindi for "Good night, my love")
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- "Dormi bene, tesoro" (Italian for "Sleep well, darling")
- "Dobranoc, moje skarbu" (Serbian for "Goodnight, my treasure")

Conclusion: Embracing the Power of Words at Bedtime

Incorporating the phrase "Goodnight Bubbala" into your nightly routine is more than just words?it's a
powerful way to foster love, security, and emotional connection within your family. Whether used
with children or loved ones, these tender expressions help create lasting memories and strengthen
bonds that endure through life's challenges.

By understanding its origins, cultural significance, and practical applications, you can make
"Goodnight Bubbala" a cherished part of your bedtime tradition. Embrace the warmth it brings and
watch as it transforms nightly goodbyes into meaningful moments of love and reassurance.

Remember: The simplest words, spoken with genuine affection, can have the most profound impact.
So, tonight and every night, say "Goodnight Bubbala" with all your heart.
 
Goodnight Bubbala: An In-Depth Exploration of Its Cultural Significance, Appeal, and Evolution

Introduction

In the diverse landscape of bedtime routines, lullabies, and affectionate expressions, the phrase
"Goodnight Bubbala" has garnered attention for its warmth, cultural richness, and emotional
resonance. While it might seem like a simple phrase on the surface, "Goodnight Bubbala" embodies
a confluence of linguistic charm, cultural heritage, and personal sentiment that merits a
comprehensive exploration. This article delves into the origins, cultural context, linguistic nuances,
popularity, and modern adaptations of "Goodnight Bubbala," offering readers an insightful
understanding of why this phrase continues to enchant and connect people across generations and
communities.

Origins and Etymology of "Bubbala"

The Linguistic Roots

The term "Bubbala" is a term of endearment with roots that are often traced to South Asian
languages, particularly Hindi, Urdu, and Punjabi. It is a variant of affectionate words like "babu" or
"bubba," which are used to denote beloved children or loved ones.

- "Bubbala" is believed to be derived from the Hindi-Urdu word "babu" (????), which historically
referred to a gentleman or a respectful term for a young boy. Over time, in colloquial usage, it
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transformed into an affectionate term for children or loved ones, especially in familial settings.

- The suffix "-la" is a diminutive or affectionate addition in many South Asian languages, similar to
how "-ie" or "-y" are used in English to create diminutive or tender forms (e.g., "kitty," "puppy"). The
combination "Bubbala" thus becomes a term of endearment meaning "little beloved" or "dear one."

Cultural Context

In regions like North India, Pakistan, and among South Asian diaspora communities worldwide,
"Bubbala" is a familiar, tender way to address a child or loved one. Its usage extends beyond mere
language; it encapsulates feelings of affection, protection, and familial intimacy.

The Cultural Significance of "Goodnight Bubbala"

A Ritual of Affection and Comfort

Saying "Goodnight Bubbala" is more than a simple bedtime farewell; it's a ritual that embodies
emotional bonding. In many households, especially within South Asian families, this phrase is part of
nightly routines where parents or elders gently say goodnight to children, reinforcing their love and
security before sleep.

Embodying Cultural Values

- Expression of Love: Using affectionate terms like "Bubbala" signifies a deep emotional
connection, emphasizing the importance of verbal expressions of love within familial contexts.

- Cultural Identity: For diaspora communities, phrases like "Goodnight Bubbala" serve as linguistic
markers that preserve cultural identity across borders, maintaining familiar routines and emotional
ties to homeland traditions.

- Transmission of Traditions: The nightly ritual of saying "Goodnight Bubbala" often involves
storytelling, blessings, or gentle lullabies, passing down cultural values and familial bonds through
generations.

Modern Usage and Popularity

In Families and Media
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While traditionally rooted in familial settings, the phrase has found its way into popular media,
children's books, and social media posts, often used to evoke nostalgia or cultural pride.

- Children?s Literature: Several children's stories and lullabies incorporate "Goodnight Bubbala,"
emphasizing themes of love, safety, and bedtime comfort.

- Social Media & Meme Culture: Posts wishing "Goodnight Bubbala" have become popular
among South Asian diaspora communities online, often accompanied by images of children, family
moments, or comforting scenes.

As a Cultural Symbol

For many, "Goodnight Bubbala" symbolizes warmth in familial relationships, cultural heritage, and
the universal human need for comfort and connection at the end of the day.

Variations and Similar Phrases

The phrase "Goodnight Bubbala" exists alongside various regional and linguistic variants, reflecting
the linguistic diversity of South Asia.

| Variant | Language | Meaning/Usage | Context |

| --- | --- | --- | --- |

| Shubh Ratri Bubbala | Hindi/Urdu | "Good night, dear" | Formal or poetic contexts |

| Sweet Dreams Bubbala | English-influenced | Affectionate bedtime wish | Casual, diasporic
communities |

| Bubba Raat | Punjabi | "Night, little one" | Informal, familial settings |

These variations highlight how the core sentiment transcends language boundaries, adapting to
regional dialects and cultural nuances.

The Evolution of "Goodnight Bubbala" in Contemporary Culture

From Traditional to Digital

With the advent of digital communication, traditional phrases like "Goodnight Bubbala" have evolved
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in their usage:

- Text Messages & Chats: Families and friends often include "Goodnight Bubbala" in texts,
emojis, or voice messages to maintain closeness despite physical distance.

- Influence of Global Media: Bollywood movies, Indian TV shows, and diaspora media have
popularized such phrases, embedding them into everyday language.

- Cultural Revival Movements: Some cultural organizations promote the use of traditional phrases
to preserve linguistic heritage amidst modernization.

Adoption by Popular Figures

Celebrity endorsements, social media influencers, and writers have helped popularize "Goodnight
Bubbala," sometimes reimagining it in contemporary contexts?blending tradition with modern
sensibilities.

Psychological and Emotional Impact

The Power of Endearing Language

Research into affectionate language indicates that terms like "Bubbala" and phrases like "Goodnight
Bubbala" foster emotional security, reinforce familial bonds, and contribute to psychological
well-being, especially in children.

- Sense of Safety: Hearing "Goodnight Bubbala" from a parent or caregiver reassures children,
helping them feel loved and protected.

- Emotional Expression: Such phrases provide a safe outlet for expressing care and warmth,
essential for emotional development.

In Diaspora Communities

For expatriates and diaspora communities, these phrases serve as emotional anchors, connecting
individuals to their cultural roots and providing comfort amid unfamiliar environments.
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Critical Perspectives and Cultural Sensitivity

While generally viewed positively, it?s important to recognize that:

- Cultural Appropriation Concerns: Non-native speakers using "Goodnight Bubbala" without
understanding its cultural significance may risk trivializing or misrepresenting the term.

- Contextual Appropriateness: In some settings, overly casual or misaligned usage might be
perceived as inappropriate or insincere.

Understanding the cultural depth and emotional significance of "Goodnight Bubbala" enhances
appreciation and respectful usage.

Future Trajectories and Cultural Preservation

Maintaining Cultural Heritage

As linguistic and cultural landscapes evolve, phrases like "Goodnight Bubbala" serve as vital
elements of cultural preservation. Educational initiatives, cultural festivals, and community
storytelling can reinforce their importance.

Embracing Modern Adaptations

Blending traditional phrases with contemporary media and technology ensures their relevance for
future generations, fostering a living cultural tradition.

Conclusion

"Goodnight Bubbala" encapsulates more than a bedtime farewell; it embodies a profound cultural
tradition rooted in love, familial bonds, and linguistic richness. Its origins in South Asian languages,
its role as a nightly ritual, and its adaptation across generations and media showcase its enduring
appeal. As a symbol of warmth and cultural identity, "Goodnight Bubbala" continues to resonate with
families and communities worldwide, serving as a gentle reminder of the power of affectionate
language in nurturing human connection. Recognizing and respecting its cultural depth allows us to
appreciate the phrase not just as words, but as a vessel of tradition, emotion, and cultural pride.
 

 QuestionAnswer What does 'Goodnight Bubbala' mean? 'Goodnight Bubbala' is a warm and
affectionate way to wish someone a good night's sleep, often used in Indian culture where 'Bubbala'
is a term of endearment for a loved one or child. Is 'Bubbala' a common term in any particular
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language? Yes, 'Bubbala' is commonly used in Hindi and other Indian languages as a cute and
loving term for children or loved ones. How can I personalize a 'Goodnight Bubbala' message for my
child? You can add their name or a special note, such as 'Goodnight Bubbala, sweet dreams. Love
you always!', to make it more personal and meaningful. Are there popular songs or phrases
associated with 'Goodnight Bubbala'? Yes, many parents and loved ones use lullabies or bedtime
stories that include the phrase, making it a comforting and familiar part of nightly routines. Can
'Goodnight Bubbala' be used in social media posts? Absolutely! It's often used in posts, stories, or
messages to convey warmth and affection before bedtime, especially in Indian communities or
among those familiar with the term. What are some alternative phrases to say 'Goodnight Bubbala'?
Alternatives include 'Sweet dreams, my little one,' 'Sleep well, sweetheart,' or 'Goodnight, my dear.'
Is 'Goodnight Bubbala' suitable for all ages? While primarily used for children or loved ones, it can
also be used affectionately for anyone you wish to send a warm bedtime wish to, depending on the
context. 

 
Related keywords: goodnight, sweet dreams, bedtime, sleep well, rest well, goodnight kiss, lullaby,
nighttime, sleep, peaceful dreams
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